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Circus hudsonius 
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Circus hudsonius. 




Moose Point, Lake Umbagog. 
Stoops at a Black Duck . 

Saw three Marsh Hawks (two adult males) and a Pigeon Hawk 

ali beating about over an acre or so at once. Next saw two Black 

Ducks feeding. They discovered us and flew but one alighted again 

in a pool among the tall grass. One of the Marsh Hawks dashed 

down at her at least a dozen times'. We could not see the Duck but 
of the Hawk 

at each swoop A she quacked loudly. On reaching the pool we found 


the Duck gone. I put "Don" into the grass and he soon started her 
and I shot her as she rose. 
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Circus hudsonius. 


Bethel, Maine. Marsh Hawk chases a bird. 

1907 

July 18-22 

About 9 A.M. of July 20 I saw a fine adult male Marsh 
Hawh cross the wide open field at the rear of the Doctor's house 
in hot pursuit of a much smaller bird. What the latter ’was I could 
not determine for it doubled and twisted so that its manner of 
flight gave me no clue and the sun so dazzled my eyes that I was 
unable to make out its coloring which, however, appeared to be 
nearly uniform and rather dark. At first I took the bird to be a 
Flicker but just as it reached the woods and glided smoothly and 
swiftly on set wings for a few yards before disappearing among the 
foliage of a big balsam it looked and acted more like a male Sharp- 
shinned Hawk. Whatever it was the Marsh Hawk gave it a sharp chase 
and, no doubt, something of a fright. When I first noticed him he 
was about one hundred yards distant from me and perhaps fifty feet 
from the smaller bird. Flying at a height of some twenty feet 
above the ground - which here sloped gently downward towards the 
woods - and lashing the air vigorously and ceaselessly with his long 
pointed wings he moved with surprising swiftness for a Circus and 
soon overtook the object of his pursuit. Of course I expected a 
tragedy - and watched for it breathlessly, but nothing of the kind 
happened although the Marsh Hawk seemed repeatedly to enfold the 
smaller bird in his great wings so that it was quite lost to my 
sight for an instant and more than once to strike it so forcibly 
with his breast (as I thought, although he may have used his bill) 
as to almost overturn it. That he did nbt once grasp nor even 








Circus hudsonius. 


Bethel, Maine. Marsh Hawk chases a bird. 

1907 

July 18-22 
( 2 ) 

clutch at it with his talons I was very certain. That he could 
have seized and held it with ease and certainty seemed perfectly 
obvious. No doubt he was merely playing with or perhaps bullying 
it, as Hawks of various species are prone to do when not hungry, 
not only when it pleases them to frighten some of the defenceless 
creatures on which they prey but also when dealing with smaller 
and weaker birds of their own kind which perhaps anger them by 
poaching on their chosen preserves. 

While the two birds above referred to were in close contact 
they performed the most rapid and intricate e^ofoTLons,turning and 
twisting incessantly, now rising fifty feet into the air, next 
swooping down nearly to the tips of the waving grasses. They sep¬ 
arated before reaching the woods but the Marsh Hawk did not give 
over the pursuit until he was nearly lost to my sight among the 
trees. Then he turned back and proceeded to beat the field in the 
leisurely, graceful way characteristic of his kind. When I saw 
him last he was floating off to leeward over some thickets, driven 
like a tuft of: thistle down before the strong northwest wind. 
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Accipiter velox. 


1889, 

September 6. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Mouth of Peasleo's Brook. 


I heard a Bluebird and looking up saw a large, loose 
flock passing overhead at a considerable height flying in a south 
easterly direction. I counted 28. Near them was-a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk beating about apparently neither noticing the Bluebirds nor 
causing them alarm although he kept on for some distance near them. 
Less than five minutes later I came suddenly on another Hawk of 
this species, a fine adult male, sitting on a large smooth log on 
the river bank just outside the woods. I paddled quietly past him 




within fifteen yards and then turning -the canoe shot him. 
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Lake Umbagog« 


As I was standing by the road side this evening, look- 


"fcy ing at some wild flowers, a Song Sparrow began chirping excitedly among 
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bushes on the further side of a little 
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The next instant 


a female Sharp-shinned Hawk dropped into the thicket with dangling legs 
and fluttering wings* ! It missed the Sparrow, however, and rising to a 
branch of a birch perched there for a moment with its gaze directed 
downward, evidently watching for some movement to betray the exact plac 
of concealment of the Sparrow* It saw me a second or two later and 
darted off through.the trees* 
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18S7, 

September 20. 


Lake Umbagog. 


Accipiter cooperii . 

Cooper's Hawk bathing. 

Just below the forks I saw jets of water repeatedly fly 
up into the air on the other side of a sand bar in the river. As • 
we approached a Cooper's Hawk rose from the water's edge & started 
off across the stream giving me an easy shot. It proved a young 
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Acciy>iter coolerii 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. Chases a Sparrow. 

1896. At two P.M. as I was on ray way to the boat landing a 

Aug.14. young Cooper's Hawk came skimming across the Lake from the 

direction of B.Point and alighted for a moment in a poplar by 
the shore. It then flew across the Lakeside meadow pursued 
by a number of excited Barn Swallows who pursued dove down on 
it from above picking at its head and evidently annoying it a 
good deal for it dipped or dodged repeatedly. On reaching the 
road nearly in front of the hotel it turned sharply to one 
side and plunged headlong into the top of an apple tree driv¬ 
ing out a large Sparrow (probably M. fasdata ) which at first 
flew upward and out over the field escaping the talons of the 
Hawk half-a-dozen times by doubling at the last moment but 
which finally sought refuge in a dense growth of golden rod . 
and Eupatorium by the roadside. The Hawk alighted on a stone 
wall within a yard of the spot where the Sparrow had disap¬ 
peared and sat there motionless in a crouching position watch¬ 
ing, its plumage ruffed, its small head bent downward. The 
Sparrow wisely kept close hid and after about ten minutes the 
Hawk lost patience and flew down the road to a fence post 
where it perched in an absolutely erect posture its feathers 
drawn in so tightly that it looked like a continuation of the 
post. Soon after this it plunged into another apple tree • 
without moving anything and then made for the -woods. All the 













Aocipiter cocrperii . 


Lake Umhagog, Maine. Chases a Sparrow. 

1896. while several Barn Swallov/s and a pair of King Birds were 

Aug.14. hovering over and darting down at it uttering their shrill 

(Ho.2). alarm cries incessantly. I could not understand why it did 
not try to catch one of the slow-moving clumsy King Birds 
which, surely, would have proved an easy prey. 
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Aceitsiter atricapillus 


A. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Lake Umbagog, Maine. 
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Ac c i 'pi t or at rlaanillus . 


1889, Lake Umbagog. 

October 17. My first Goshawk. Near Sweat Ccam. 

Its (my little 20 gauge) next victim was a prize, a fine 
young Goshawk, the first I have ever killed. It rose from some 
drift wood and alighted on the branch of a tall ash. Jim paddled 
me slowly and silently to within 30 yds. and the Hawk fell dead as 
I pressed the trigger. He sat very erect and was a fine, daring 
looking fellow. 

• • • • • • 

October 22. Lake Umbagog. 

Havward farm . 

Saw a Goshawk chase a Robin into some low willows where 
he overtook and killed his bird. The screams of the poor Robin 
lasted over a minute. I went in of course and flushed the Hawk, 
but missed a hard snap shot. lie carried off his prey whose feath¬ 
ers strewed the ground. 

• • • • • 

1894, Lake Umbagog. 

September 12. Pine Point . 

As I was photographing on the shore a Goshawk passed me 
within about 100 yards and then plunged into the woods. It was a 
very large bird, a female evidently and, I thought, young. 










Acciuiter atricapillus and Aix snonsa 
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Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

18S7. We started homeward a little before sunset. As we were 

Sept.22. rowing up the Androscoggin a Wood Duch crossed that river com¬ 
ing from Sweat's Meadow. A moment later I saw it coming bach 
through the stubs flying at great speed with a Hawh in hot 
pursuit. About 30 ft. separated the two birds when they first 
attracted my attention. The Hawh reduced this distance about 
one half in the next 100 yards but the Duch on reaching the 

- 

middle of the river inclined sharply downward and striking the 
water with great force at once disappeared beneath the surface 
diving directly from on wing. The Hawh turning bach alighted 

on a stub on the left bank. I had a good view of him as he 

j 

sat with his breast turned towards me and decided him to be an 

' 

adult Cooper's, ray only doubt for the moment being as to 
whether he was a male or not. The Duch by this time had come 
to the surface and the Hawh again stooped at her, when she 
again dove. This was repeated at least seven or eight times. 
Either the Duch grew tired or, as I thought at the time, more 
confident, for after the first two or three dives she would 

. 

V) 

wait until the very last instant before going under. Indeed 
the Hawh more than once extended its logs and feet (both of 
them thrust forward nearly to his head) with the talons wide 
spread evidently fully expecting this time tcb grasp his prey, 
and more than once his talons seemed to be within less than a 
foot of the Duch when she disappeared. Had he poised over the 
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Acctpiter atricapillus and Aix snonsa . 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. spot he would certainly have caught her for she invariably 

Sept.22. came up within a yard or two of the same place and rarely re- 

(he- SL), 

J mained under more than a few seconds. But he always wheeled 
and made for the shore at once although twice the reappearance 
of the Duck before he reached it tempted him to turn back and 
swoop again. Strange to say he usually chose a perch only six 
or eight feet above the surface of the river. Hence his 
swoops were performed on a nearly level plane the distance 
which he had to fly being fully sixty yards. For about two- 
thirds of this* distance he flapped his wings rapidly and 
steadily but the last third was covered on set wings. It was 
beautiful to see him glide swiftly and smoothly towards his 
prey rising slightly and dropping his legs just before reach¬ 
ing the spot where she sat apparently paralyzed with fear. I 
noticed, however, that she held her wings half opened with 
the tips immersed and this, no doubt, will account for the 
truly marvellous quickness with which she invariably dove. 
There was no forward spring, no humping of the back or last 
' glimpse of the tail but simply a splash and rings rolling out 
over the calm water where the bird had floated an instant be¬ 
fore. Once or twice she squealed just before diving. Once 
she paddled about over a yard or two before-diving of surface. 


0* 


But ordinarily she sat motionless with head and neck erect. 
At first we were two hundred yards away but we kept 











3 


Acciniter atricanillus and Aix sponsa . 


Lake Unbagog, Maine. 


1897. 
Sept.82. 

( ho. 


I 
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rowing slowly nearer until we got within 100 yards. The Wood 
Duck showed no alarm at our approach and doubtless would have 
permitted us to get within gun range "out the Hawk, evidently 
losing hope, did not return to his usual perch out came slowly 
• towards us and was passing within thirty yards or less when I 
shot him, dropping him on the bank. To my surprise he proved 
to be a young male Goshawk, a bird of the year, apparently, 
in the spotted plumage. It is true that once or twice I had 
suspected for a moment that he might be a Goshawk for -when 
flying his wings looked rather too broad for even those of 
even a large female Cooper’s but nevertheless I should have 
certainly referred him to that species without much hesitation 
had not the gun settled the question the other way. I am now 
confident that I saw a young Goshawk (perhaps the same bird) 
on the Megalloway, Sept.15th. 

One thing that suggested the suspicion that the bird 
killed this evening was a Goshawk, when he first came in sight 
was the fact that he gave such vigorous chase to a flying Duck. 
I doubt if a Cooper's Hawk would ever attempt anything of the 
kind. Evidently the Goshawk is a terrible fell&w. He would 
certainly have overtaken the Duck had she not taken to the 
water, although he did not gain on her nearly so rapidly as a 


si 


Duck Hawk would have done under similar conditions. 
















Accipitor atricapillus . 


Pine Point, Lake Umbagog, Maine. Goshawk chases a Kingfisher. 


1900. 

As Will Stone and I were standing on the deck of the 

Sept.10. 

house boat this morning an Osprey closely followed by a Gos¬ 
hawk suddenly appeared over the cove and started out across 
the Lake. The Osprey kept on towards the Outlet, but the 
Goshawk turned back and, flying very swiftly with rapidly 
beating wings like a Duck Hawk, shot past our boat within 30 
yards and swooped at a Kingfisher which was flying along the 
shore. When he was within 15 or 20 feet of the Kingfisher 
the latter doubled or rather zig-zagged, at the same time 
rattling loudly and incessantly. The Hawk then abandoned the 
chase and turning slightly disappeared among the trees. Prom 
this experience and others that I have had with Goshawks I 
should say that they are swifter and more powerful fliers 
than either the Cooper's or Sharp-shinned Hawks, and that” 
they are much more given to chasing their prey, although, 
like the other two birds just mentioned, they are apt to give 
up the pursuit if the first dash fails. On the wing they 
closely resemble large Cooper's Hawks. 






















Buteo borealis . 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Buteo borealis . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894. A superb adult Red-tail was soaring and hovering over a 

Sept.6. hill side in Newry (I was driving between Bethel and Lakeside)- 
It thrice hung suspended on set wings for several seconds . 
without drifting , facing the strong wind. I had hitherto 
supposed that none of our large Hawks except Arohibuteo were 
able to poise in this way. 


Buteo bore&lis . 

1895, Lake Umbagog. 

September 24. 

On the I9th I saw circling over Sweat's meadow a large 

-iB.teo which I called a Red-tail, but which I noticed had a whitish 

rump. We found to-day what was doubtless the same bird, sitting 

on a stub at the head of Errol Hill Pond. It flew presently and 

came past us within 100 yards, soaring and rising, giving me a 

the 

good view of it through ay glass. It looked very like an immature 
Red-tail, but it was rather small for that species and the whole 
rump was dirty white. 
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Buteo - platypterus 


Maine (Lake Umbagog). 
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But eo platypterus . 


Lake Umbagog, New England. 

Two eggs (3044), June 8, 1897, coll.C.H.Watrous. I bird 
started from nest; both parents seen flying about & their cries 
heard. Eggs nearly hatched. On Mason knoll, Pine Point, in Yel¬ 
low Birch about 40ft.above ground; composed of dead sticks & lined 
with green maple twigs & leaves, sprigs of green spruce & Hemlock 


bark. 


Feathers hanging fr.nest outside. 











Buteo latissinus 



Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1895. As we were coming down the river in the late afternoon.»- 

Sept. ID. the sun had set, indee,-a Broad-winged Hawk alighted on a 

stub over the water and almost immediately afterwards swooped 
down and struck the mud with a loud thump. As we were approac 
ing the spot it rose and flew across the river carrying what 
locked like a frog in its talons. During the day I saw two 
other Hawks which I took to be of this species sailing about 
at a great heights- 
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Bethel, Maine. 
1907 

July 18-22 


Buteo platypterus . 


A pair of Broad-winged Hawks were haunting the swampy 
woods below the orchard where I saw them repeatedly and often heard 
their shrill cries. Once both birds were.in sig^t at once, soaring 
above the trees. Whenever I saw them on wing they were pursued 
arjld harried by one or more Crows who attacked them after the man¬ 
ner of Kingbirds rising above and swooping down at them, occasion¬ 
ally picking their heads or backs. The Hawks bore this persecution 
with admirable equanimity paying little or no heed to it unless 
actually struck by the Crows when they would sometimes change their 
course or even throw - themselves quickly upward or to one side with 
an abrupt jerk. The ordinary flight of the Broad-wing is smooth 
and graceful if somewhat slow. It can glide through the densest 
woods, on set wings, with remarkable ease and swiftness. It soars 
in circles, high in air, quite as impressively as the Red-tailed 
or Red-shouldered Hawks, but rather less often, I think. It is a 
much less wide ranger than either of the species just mentioned. 
Indeed it seldom goes more than a mile and often not half-a-mile 
from its nest or favorite roosting place, in pursuit of food. All 
this I have noted at Bethel during the past few days as well as on 
previous occasions at Concord and elsewhere. 
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Lake Utobagog. 


Broad-winged Hawksjare far more numerous here this spring 


them. I have ever known them to be in former years. They haunt the 




lake shore, probably to prey on the common Toads f which are now singing 
and spawning in the lake in simply incredible numbers. The Broad-wing 
is by all odds the most sluggish and the tamest of our Falconidae. A 
pair which haunt our cove spend most of their time perched on stubs 
near our boat. They soar and scream frequently but only just above 
the tops of the trees and but for a jrew minutes at a time. Moat of 
the Hawks of this species that I have met with here this year have 
shown little or no fear of us ; permitting me to approach them within 
20 yards or less. They seem ^ invariably make a loud fluttering 

A 

sound when they take wing. They perch low down over the water when w 

' 

jwatching for prey. I hear only the killdeer note* 








Archi but eo lagopus sancti-j ohannis. 



















































Aquila ciirysaetos 
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Agu.ila chrysaetos. 


Umbagog, Maine. 
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Aqu i1a chry saetos . 


1896, 




Grafton Notch, Me. 


Nest. 



Blanchard who came out at Brook's to meet the stage 
tells me that a pair of "black" Eagles have nested this year at 
the old eyre on the \ just north of Grafton Notch. 


Lake Uinbagog. 

June 2. ( ? ) ■ Megalloway River . 

Happening to direct my field glass towards the summit of 
Mt.Dustin, several miles away, I discovered soaring above it a 
large, dark-colored Eagle which two smaller birds, apparently 
Crows, were mobbing. I could not help suspecting that it was a 
Golden Eagle, but at such a distance it was impossible to get an 
identification. 

• • • • • 

1898, Lake Uinbagog. 

September 21. Upper Megalloway River . . 

\/ 

The most interesting birds seen to-day were a pair of 
Golden Eagles soaring in company high among the clouds (Jim thought 
at least three miles above the earth) over the river a little be¬ 


low Upper Metalluc Pond. 
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Aguila canadensis. 


L.Umbagog . 


Oct.14. 
1890. 




Mr. Charles Ryersosn of Upton had a curious experience to-day. 
He was driving through’ Grafton when he saw a number of Crows hover¬ 
ing excitedly over a thicket of alders into which,every now and 
then, they plunged one after another with lotid cries. Leaving his 
horses in the road he went to the place and found a large brown- 
colored Eagle standing on the ground eating a Crow which it had 
evidently just killed. He got within a few yards of it when it 
arose and attempted to carry off the Crow but finding that the 
latter impeded its flight through the alders it finally dropped 
it and made good its escape closely pursued by the other Crows. 

All this happened within a few rods of the spot where the Golden 
Eagle was killed by the little girl while attempting to eat a Goose 
a few years since. Although there is no real proof that the pre¬ 
sent bird was a Golaen Eagle there seems to be every reason to sup¬ 
pose that such was the case. 
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Anuila ohrysaetos. 


Lake Umbagog, I.Iaine. 


1396. 
Oct.4. 


A superb Golden Eagle passed over the house and circled 
around Sargent's Cove. Through the glass I could distinctly 
see that the bird was fully adult with a bright golden brown 
head and no white in the tail. His flight was firmer and more 
graceful than that of a Bald Eagle -more like a Red-tailed 
Hawk's. His wings were held perfectly level but the tips bent 
upward a little. I have never actually seen one of these 
Eagles at Umbagog before. 
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Aquila chrysaetos . J 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

. As we wore nearing the sheltered pool where the brook 

Sept.21. conies in, however, we saw a Golden Eagle first poise and then 
swoop straight down just beyond the wooded point which hid 
the pool from our sight. At the same moment we heard a Duck 
quacking loudly. The next a perfect stream of Ducks began 
pouring out over the trees. First came a single Black Duck, 
next three Wood Ducks and a Black Duck, next several Black 
Ducks and finally a flock of eight or ten Ducks which I am 
-nearly sure were Widgeon. 


Presently a Great Blue Heron passed us, flapping its way 
slowly up the course of the brook. It alighted about eighty 
yards off beyond some fallen tree tops which quite hid it 
from our view. A moment later a dark shadow skimmed over the 
meadow gfass. Looking up we saw a Golden Eagle soaring di¬ 
rectly above us at a height df about 300 feet. Presently it 
drifted over the spot where the Heron had alighted. Checking 
itself in the middle of a half-completed circle it poised for 
an instant beating its wings rapidly like a Kingfisher hover- 

l 

ing over a school of minnows. Then it swooped, descending in 
a. perfectly vertical 1 ine but nevertheless revolving 1 ike ,a 
.spinning rifle bullet so that it showed its upper and under 
parts alternately, turning at least four or five times before 
it passed out of our sight. Never have I seen anything to 
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equal that descent. The big bird simply plunged headlong from 
a height of at least one hundred yards with almost closed and 
apparently stiffly held wings making a sound like that of a 
gale of wind blowing through pine branches. Its momentum must 
have been tremendous. How it checked its fearful speed before 
reaching the earth or, indeed, just what happened after it 
passed below the line of the fallen tops (15 or 20 ft. high) 

I am unable to record but it certainly stooped at the Heron 
and as certainly missed its aim for just as the Eagle disap¬ 
peared the Heron set up an outrageous squawking and a moment 
later was seen flying off at its best pace over the trees evi¬ 
dently badly enough frightened. The Eagle did not attempt any 
pursuit but presently it came floating back over us again, 
this time so low down (certainly not above 60 or 70 yards) 
that I was sorely tempted to fire at it. For an instant it 
hung nearly motionless looking down at us curiously. Through 
my glass I could see every detail of its coloring. It was 
evidently a nearly mature individual with the golden brown of 
the head not fully perfected however. It had no -white what¬ 
ever on the tail, whereas the bird that drove out the Ducks 
earlier in the day had the basal half of the tail pure white 
above. The latter bird was also much darker colored, the head 
and body appearing to be almost jet black. 
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1897. The "Ring-tailed" Eagle after its exploit with the Ducks 

was harassed incessantly for several minutes by an Osprey 
which attacked it precisely as a Kingbird does a Crow keeping 
over and darting down at it from above. Every time the Os¬ 
prey approached it within less than six or eight feet the Ea¬ 
gle would turn, back downwards and thrust up both its feet 
with all the talons extended evidently trying to grasp it. 

This evolution, which I witnessed at least half-a-dozen times 
was performed so quickly that it was difficult to follow with 

the eye b\it for a fraction of a second the upstretched legs 

• . 

and wide-spread talons were distinctly outlined against the 

‘ 

sky. Probably the bird turned over and back again in half a 

J 

second or less. It did this without apparent exertion and 
without perceptibly falling. Both birds at the time -were over 

the middle of the pond at a height of perhaps 400 feet and 

‘ 

some 'two hundred yards from my post of observation. 

Everything that I have seen to-day confirms my previous 

' 

impression that the Golden-Eagle is in every ’way a more spir- 

; ited, energetic and dashing bird than the Bald-headed Eagle. 

* 

It evidently spends much more of its time on the wing, hunts 
more over woods and mountain tops and covers more ground. Its 
flight is firmer, swifter and more buoyant and graceful, the 

wings are held flatter and do not bend up at the tip or "lop" 

‘ 

at the elbow. I also think that it habitually soars more and 















Aguila chrysaetos . 
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1897. at higher elevations above the earth. 
Sept.21. 
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Very numerous about the Lake this year, especially in Sept¬ 
ember, a few remaining quite to the end of Oct-ber. No one in this 
region seems to know where these Eagles breed. I questioned the 
guides closely and could not find that a nest had been found with¬ 
in recent years. The Eagles are said to appear regularly every 
seaon as soon as the ice goes out <if frlrc "freta ' C 1 ," - and to remain till 
th e&idte freezes in the autumn. Many very young birds, evidently 
ohly a few weeks from the nest, are seen and occasionally shot 
during the month of June. The adult birds are extremely shy, in 
fact so,shy that it is difficult to get wit in long rifle-shot 
range of one. Three, howeeer, were killed about the Lake this year. 
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Haliaeetus leucoce n halus . 

Prowess op the Bald Eagle (Halidetus leucocephalus). — Most of 
our recent authors have treated the Bald Eagle as a sluggish, fish-eating 
bird, whose entire stock of surplus energy is devoted to robbing a more 
industrious and less powerful neighbor. That it has not entirely lost its 
old-time daring, so graphically described by Audubon, the following ac¬ 
count will show. I am indebted for my facts to Mr. Nathan Cobb, one of 
the oldest and most reliable of the professional Duck-shooters at Cobb’s 
Island, Ya. The species is a permanent resident in the neighborhood of 
the island, though it is not often seen during the summer months. A few, 
however, are said to breed upon the opposite main-land. 

In the winter the Eagles are much more numerous than at any other 
time of the year, and my informant has, on several occasions, seen as many 
as eight at once. At this season the neighboring bays and creeks swarm 
with Wild-fowl, and upon these the Eagles principally live. He has never 
known them to capture fish of any kind, although they not unfrequently 
rob the Fish-Hawk. Geese and Brant form their favorite food, and the 
address displayed in their capture is very remarkable. The poor victim 
has apparently not the slightest chance for escape. The Eagle’s flight, 
ordinarily slow and somewhat heavy, becomes, in the excitement of pur¬ 
suit, exceedingly swift and graceful, and the fugitive is quickly overtaken. 
M hen close upon its quarry the Eagle suddenly sweeps beneath it, and, 
turning back downward, thrusts its powerful talons up into its breast. A 
Brant or Duck is carried off bodily to the nearest marsh or sand-bar, but 
a Canada Goose is too heavy to be thus easily disposed of. The two great 
birds fall together to the water beneath, where the Eagle literally tows his 
prize along the surface until the shore is reached. In this way one has 
been known to drag a large Goose for nearly half a mile. 

A single bird is usually seized at the first attempt, but Mr. Cobb has 
seen an Eagle repeatedly miss his aim when in the midst of a large flock. 
The very abundance of opportunities seems to bewilder him, and he thrusts 
wildly and harmlessly in all directions ; but after the crowding masses have 
become scattered by his onslaught, a separate individual is selected, and 
quickly overtaken and killed. 

Although the larger and heavier Water-fowl are more likely to be at¬ 
tacked, the royal bird seems to find little difficulty in overhauling the 
swiftest flying Ducks. The latter, however, often escape by diving, al¬ 
though in shallow water this resource sometimes proves of no avail, as the 
Eagle follows their course, and seizes them as they rise near the surface. 
Dnder favorable conditions even Grebes are Sometimes captured. 

In winter shooting the sportsman loses many a wounded Goose or 
Brant by the Eagles. They seem fully aware of the advantages to be gained 
by maintaining a close espionage upon the gunner’s movements, and a bird 
that falls at any considerable distance from the stand is often seized and 
borne away before it can be recovered. Universally hated as he is by all 
the gunners of this island, the Eagle is not unfrequently killed by them in 
the following curious manner. The “ stools,” or decoys, which are relied 
upon to dupe the wary Water-fowl, sometimes deceive even the keen-eyed 
bird of prey, and in his eagerness to secure one of the apparently unsus¬ 
pecting flock he stoops upon a wooden victim, and is riddled by a fatal 
discharge from the circle of sea-weed where the sportsman lies concealed. 
On several occasions, when the marauder’s approach did not happen to be 
observed, Mr. Cobb has had a decoy lifted from the water and carried off 
several yards before the Eagle discovered his mistake. 

In the course of my own experience I do not remember ever having 
seen a Bald Eagle capture, or even pursue, a bird of any kind. The most 
favorable opportunities for watching their habits have occurred in Maine, 
where, about some of the larger lakes, I have observed them fishing in the 
manner of the Osprey, and sometimes feeding upon dead and even putrid 
fish which had been cast up along the shores. During the past season a 
mortality occurred among the suckers in Lake Umbagog, and thousands 
were left upon the marshes and flats by the receding water. The Eagles 
assembled in such numbers that no less than twenty-five were counted 
m one day. — William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

Bull N.O.O. 5, Jan,, 1880, p, 6~7-38'. 
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Haliac^tus leucocephalus. 

IS89, --- Lake Umbagog. 

September 12. 

• Saw almost nothing on the way (to Moll's Rock) except a 
pair of Bald Eagles, one a superb adult, playing together in the V-"' 
air over Great Island just as a pair of Buteos will often play, 
one rising above the other and swooping down past it. I saw three 
other single Eagles and one Osprey. 

Lake Umbagog. 

June 4. Returning f rom Bottle 

Brook Pond . 

, We saw ... a pair of Eagles, one brown, the other 

white-headed. The latter was carrying something in its talons 

-b' 

which the other bird appeared to be trying to take from it. They 
came together a dozen times or more in quick succession, one or 
both uttering a short shrill scream many times. This note is 
wholly new to me. 


73 











Hal iaetus leucocenhalus . 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1894. We paddled through Leonard's Pond where we saw two Eagles 

Sept. 9. (one a fine old bird). One of the Eagles (as we supposed- 

we did not actually see him in the act) kept uttering a shrill 
squealing not unlike that of a Duck Hawk but slower said more 
disconnected. 

Sept. 26. It was very cold when I sat waiting for Jim Bernier on 

an exposed point near the ead of the island in Leonard's Pond, 
but I was entertained by watching two Bald Eagles, one young 
the other a fine adult bifcd. The former was at first perched 
on a stub eating a large fish. After it had finished its meal 
it flew to some green white pines on the north shore of the 
north channel where the old bird had gone to roost a short 
time before, both birds alighting in the same tree about mid¬ 
way from the ground and top and among dense foliage. The 
young Eagle squealed loudly as it flew to roost. 

1896. Along the Androscoggin we saw two fine adult Eagles,one 

Sept. I. a very small, the other an unusually big one. An Eagle when 

flying carries the fore part of the bod$i raised appreciably-ie; 
the central line or long axis of the body and neck is not hori* 
zontal-and the needlooks much longer than in any of the other 
of the Reptores. By these characteristics it may be most easi¬ 
ly distinguished form an Osprey when flying at a distance. 
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Hal iae tus leucocephalus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896, nevertheless even Will Sargent sometimes confounds the two,- 
Sept, I. as happened yesterday. 


1397. 


There were also several Bald Eagles about and late in 


May 21. the afternoon two brown birds went to roost in a hemlock at 
the head of the cove where we are anchored. For nearly an 
hour they kept up a loud screaming uttering a 'whistle, re¬ 
pealed several times in quick succession and so very like the 
oleur-oleur-cleur of Sohvranicus varius that we were all de¬ 
ceived at first. It was, however, louder and given more 
slowly. 























Haliaoetus leucocenhalus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine 


Catching a fish 


1896 


This morning I tried to photograph a large brown Eagle 


June 1. sitting erect on one of the lateral branches of the tall dead 


pine on which these birds perch so frequently. But before I 
could get ray camera adjusted the Eagle spread his great wings 
and stood for a moment looking intently in my direction. I 
supposed, of course, that I had excited his suspicions but 
when he took flight the next instant he Came nearly towards 
me passing me within 40 yards and gliding on set wings down a 
long, gentle incline to the surface of the pond on reaching w 
which he dropped his legs and plunged both feet into the water. 
This motion as well as the flight from the pine was performed 
in so very leisurely a manner that I thought for the moment 





Instantly the great bird wheeled and came back; once^he droppe 



in the strong talons. The bird's feet were scarcely submerged 
so easily was the thing done. He flew off with the fish held 
beneath him at the flail length of his legs, just as an Osprey 


does, and taking it to a pine began at once to eat it. 










Haliaeetus leuoocephalus. 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. A tame bald Bald Eagle. 

1897. Along this shore (Great Island) we net with a young Bald 

June 14. Eagle which was singularly tame, it flew up from the ground 
and alighting on a stub sat quietly looking down at us as we 
rowed past, almost beneath its perch, and within half gun 
shot. 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. Five Eagles soaring together. 

^1900. 

Earlier in the day (than the evening) the Stones saw 

sept.9. 

five Bald Eagles, one an old bird, soaring in company over 
the marshes. 
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Falco peregrinus anaturn . 

L. Tlmbagog, Maine. 
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Falco peregrinus anatom . 


1888, Moose Point, Lake Umbagog. 

October 2. 

Returning (from Moose Point) spied, a Duck Hawk sitting 
erect on a stub. Got within 100 yds. and was about to fire a 
thread-wound when he flew. 


1880, . Head of Lake Umbagog. 

October 6. ——- 

Saw a Duck Hawk perched on a stub only two feet above 

water, near Outlet. It flew and passed me at 75 yds.. Shot both 

barrels without effect. 



1829> Lake Umbagog. 

September 26. 

Moll's Car ry. 

As the steamer passed Moll's Carry I saw. a fine adult 
female Duck Hawk sitting on the top of a stub. It flew at fully 
200 yds. and skimmed off over rhe lake. 














Palco peregrinus ana-tun . 


Duck Hawk and Kingfisher. 

Lake limb agog, Maine. 

1894. As I was bathing at the float this morning, I heard a 

Sept. 23". Kingfisher rattling almost continuously, and looking out over 

the Lake I saw the bird about 200 yards from shore, flying at a 
height of fifteen or twenj^r feet above the water, making to¬ 
wards our cove. About thirty yards behind the Kingfisher was 
a Duck Hawk coming very swiftly with rapidly vibrating wings. 

He overtook the Kingfisher without the least apparent effort, 
but when he was within a yaisf of it, it plunged down into the 
water making a great splash,but not going beneath the surface, 
and almost immediately rising and flying toward the shore 
again. The Falcon meanwhile had been carried by his great 
velocity twenty yards or more beyond the spot, but he turned 
quickly and again overtook the Kingfisher with the greatest 
apparent ease. Instead of seizing it, however, as I now ex- 
pected him to do he rose slightly above it and shooting past, 

close over its back,turned to meet it. The Kingfisher doubled 

% 

of course, but being now well within the cove was still able 
to direct its course towards the woods. The Falcon pursued a 
little further, then gave up the chase and came directly over 
me giving me a fine view. I saw distinctly that he was a young 
male. Will Sargent also saw this chase. He is inclined to 
believe with me that the Falcon could have caught the Kingfish¬ 
er had he really tried but that he pursued it more in sport 















Falco pe.regrlnus an at mi:. 


Duels Hawk and Kingfisher . 

Lake tMbagog, Maine 

1894. than earnest. This confirms the impression which I formed on 

Sept. 23. Indian River in 1890, when I saw a Duels Hawk chase a Blue-oili 
and after overtaking and passing it, turn back without molest¬ 
ing it. 

Sept. 25. I am beginning to lose faith in the supposed prowess of ^ 

the Duck Hawk. While we were in the river this morning we 
heard the notes of the Pectoral Sandpipers and looking toward 
the Outlet saw above a dozen of these birds rising hurriedly 
from the marsh, with a Duck Hawk—(a young male and perhaps 
the same bird which chased the Kingfisher into our cove on the 
morning of the 23rd) in close pursuit. Dashing into the midst 
of the flock he separated one bird from the rest and drove 
it out over the open Lake. There seemed to be absolutely no 
hope for it, but thrice as the Falcon closed in it eluded his 
talons by an abrupt turn. At the third failure the Hawk to my 
great surprise gave up the chase and rising high in the air, 
began soaring in small circles on set wings, drifting off 
rapidly before the strong wind. The Pectoral rejoined the 
flock which quickly disappeared in the direction of Upton, hav¬ 
ing evidently been too throughly frightened to think of re«- ^ 

turning to their feeding ground. What"does it all mean, these u 

£ 

repeated failures: of Duck Hawks to catch a seemingly easy prey? ^ 

\ 

This bird certainly appeared in earnest, but if really so he iyaw d J>ad. 
















Falco v . anaturn . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1896. On the 20th a pair of Duck Hawks appeared high in air 

Aug.20-21.over the Lake House settlement. The female visited the marsh¬ 
es and flew about over them at great speed evidently hunting. 
She stooped several times in quick succession but got nothing. 
Then she joined her mate and both birds began soaring, the 
female screaming a few times. They finally drifted off in 
the direction of B.Meadow. 

Next day I saw a female beating the marshes at the Out¬ 
let. She hovered for a moment over the middle of the river 
opposite Leonard's Pond and then stooped with the speed of 
lightning striking the water with such force as to half bury 
herself and making as loud a splash as an Osprey. I could 
see nothing on the water and believe that she must have struck 
at a fish but whatever it was she missed her aim and rising 
again flew off over the woods and out of sight. 
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Faloo j>. anaturn . 


Lake Umbagog, Ma ine. 

1396. The Duck Hawk (which I saw across the Lake a little below 

: Aug'. 27. Leonard's Pond, as I was cruising in the sailing canoe) was a 

I 

largeprobably the same bird seen on the 21st. She flew 
swiftly over,the water and in over Moose Point where two Great 
Blue Herons, evidently alarmed by her appearance rose with a 
great outcry, and mounted upward in a spiral course.- The Fal¬ 
con rose above them with a great bound and shot down close 
past them three or four times in quick succession, evidently 
for the mere fun of frightening them. 

Bethel to Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1900. As we (the Stones and I) were passing through Grafton 

Sept.2 Notch a female Duck Hawk appeared nearly over us, soaring in 
circles at a considerable height like a Buteo, but with even 
more ease and grace, keeping up this manner of flight until she 
faded out ox sight in the distance. Through the glass I could 
see the transverse barring on the under parts, for the bird 
was an adult. 
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Lake Umbagog. 


Clear and cool with fresh North wind; a glorious day* 

I About 2 p. m* a Duck Hawk appeared high in air a little jWiu 




to the southward of where our boat is anchored, and nearly over the 
'Peaslee farm. After soaring in eirclas for a few minutes he sped out 
of sight toward the south-east on rapidly vibrating pinions. His winds' 
loked very long, narrow and sharp-pointed, his general coloring very 
dark —almost black in some lights. I know of no bird of prey ln(v-<OaZ^ 
New England that can compare with this superb Falcon in grace, ease 
and swiftness of flight or in perfection of outline when seen against 
the sky* 
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Palco columbarium. 
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Falco columbarius. 


T.«,kfi Pmbagog. Maine. 
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1888, 

September 19. 


Falco columbariaa . 


Head, of Lake limb agog. 


On the way back to the boat shot a young male Pigeon 
Hawk. It chased a Flicker in play, then alighted on a tall stub. 
It uttered a clattering cry. 


I 383 , • Chases a Titlark . Head of Lake Umbagog. 

October 9.. 

At least 200 Titlarks over the meadows. A Pigeon Hawk 
chased one for about 500' yards and made at least 20 swoops at it 
but missed every one, the'bird finally escaping. The Hawk then a- 
lighted on a stub, but flew as we approached. , 


I88S ’ • Sweat Meadow . Head of Lake Umbagog. 

October 10. 

Wounded bird taken by Red Squirrel . 

While about to land, a Pigeon Hawk dashed past me. I • 
missed with the first but brought him down with the second barrel. 
He fell through the branches'of a leafless maple. We left him for 
ten minuses or so feeling sure of him, then going to"the spot 
.could find no trace of him at first. Finally I found where he 
struck the ground and then climbed up on a low stub., the snow all 
bloody. Leading to this stub was the track of a Red Squirrel . 
Leading away from it the same track with a spot a blood about two 
inches jtn .front of each mark -of the fore paws. The inference is 
plain. A squirrel sqw the Hawk fall, seized him and carried him 
of 1 . I followed the track into a tangle of alders and fallen 
trees anu finally had to abandon it. "Don” failed to show any 
- signs of scent. An added proof that the Hawk was taken off bodily. 
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1889, 

September 14. 


Lake Umbagog. 


Palco columbarius. 

At Peaslee's Brook saw three small Falcons which I took 
to be Pigeon Hawks, playing together,alighting on the tops of the 
tall trees. There were several Blue Jays and one Canada Jay with 
them all frolicking together apparently on the most friendly terms. 

I landed and pursued them but could not overtake them. 

• • • * • 

1890, Lake Umbagog. 

October 7. Chases a Snipe . Outlet.-o f Lake. 

We found eight Snipe of which I shot three and M.two. 

One bird that escaped us rose high and was flying in a great cir¬ 
cle after the usual fashion of Snipe when a Pigeon Hawk appeared 
and pursued it for a minute or more. It easily overtook but 
seemed unable to catch it although the Snipe did not double more 
than they usually do. Several times the Hawk closed in on it and 
for an instant the two birds seemed merged into one. Once the 
Hawk shot directly under the Snipe and turning sharply upward 
seemed to attempt to strike it from beneath, but failed in this 
also. Finally the Snipe pitched down into the grass and the little 
Falcon kept on and gave up the chase. 
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Palco colniloar lus. 

h. 

Gallinago delioata . 

Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1890. At the Outlet one Snipe that escaped our guns rose high 

Oct.7. and was flying in a great circle after the usual fashion of 

Snipe when a Pigeon Hawk appeared and pursued it for a minute 
or more. It easily overtook but seemed unable to catch it 
although the Snipe did not double more than they usually do. 
Several times the Hawk closed in on it and for an instant the 

t 

two birds seemed merged into one. Once the Hawk shot directly 
under the Snipe and turning sharply upward seemed to attempt 
to strike it from beneath, but failed in this also. Finally 
the Snipe pitched down into the grass and the little Falcon 




kept on and gave up the chase. 











Palco co lumbar ius 


Lake ttobagog, Maine. 

1395. As we neared the entrance to Leonard's Pond a Pigeon Hawk 

Sept. I0 V alighted on a stub which stood on the river bank. We approach 

! 

ed to within easy range when I saw that the bird was a fine 
adult male but before I could raise the gun it flew and I 
missed it as it was making off. Less than one hundred yards 
further on I was surprised to see at least a dozen Yellow- 
ruraped Warblers in a dying and nearly leafless maple which 
overhung the'water. They were, hopping and flitting about but 
did not' appear to be especially active or excited and were ma^ 
king no noise. While I was looking at them my eye was attract¬ 
ed to an upright motionless form in the centre of the tree and 
this I made out through my glass to be another Pigeon Hawk, 
a young bird, apparently a male. It was evidently the object 

' 

. 

which had excited the interest of the Warblersbut they did not 

appear to be in the least afraid of it, for they repeatedly 

' 

approached within four or five feet of it, always hov/ever keep¬ 
ing above it. The Hawk did not seem to notice them,but kept 

}- 

its gaze fixed on the ground beneath as nearly as I could 
judge from the position of its head. I was on the point of 
shooting at it when, like the other, it escaped by taking 
flight,but my shot cut several feathers from it and it went 
off as if badly wounded dropping into a thicket of alders where 

we could neither find it or flush it. 

. 

i 

. 

Early this morning I had seen still a third Pigeon Hawk 










Palco columbarjus. 

Lake Umbagog,.Maine. , 

1395. behaving in a curious manner. I was taking my bath in our 

Sept.10. cove when I heard a shrill ki-ki-ki very like that of the 

( Z) 

K J Sparrow Hawk for which, indeed, I at first mistook it but as 
soon as I got my glass on the bird I saw that it was unques>- 
tionably a Pigeon Hawk. It was either playing or fighting 
with a Grow, I think the former for both birds appeared to be 
enjoying the sport. They took turns in darting at one another 
when the one attacked would invariably flee, dashing and twist¬ 
ing to avoid the pursuer. After each of these bouts they 

f 

would light on the stubs facing one another and usually only 
a few feet apart. During the plunges the Hawk would scream 
and the Crow uttering.'a rolling croak. Finally they saw me 
and flew off in different directions. 




Sept. 24. About V A.M just after I had come out of my tent, a Pi*- 

geon Hawk drove a flock of ten or twelve Blue Jays into the 

J 

birch grove on Pine Point and for eight or ten minutes circled 
or hovered above them. So long as the Jays remained perched 
he made no attempt to attack them although he must have seen 
them as more than half the leaves have fallen and the foliage 
is everywhere thin. But the Jays appeared to be restless and 
ventursome and every half minute or so one of them would rise 


loo 


above the trees and attempt to fly off. The instant he appear¬ 
ed the Hawk would swoop at him with such velocity that my eye 













Falco oolumbar ius 


Lake Uinbagog, Maine. 

1395. eould scarcely follow him, gliding down a long, gentle decline 

Sept, 24. moving his wings steadily yet with a rapid, tremulous or vi^ 

( 1 ) 

y Prating motion. At each swoop I felt sure he would strike his 
prey and I repeatedly saw him check his speed abruptly and 
thrust out his talpns in the attempt to do so but at the last 
moment the Jay invariably eluded him by dropping suddenly into 

r 

a tree top when the Hawk would shoot past, circle and rise a*-* 
gainto make ready for another stoop. I have said that he kept 
above the Jays but really he kept to one side of the flock (as 
if to tempt them to try to escape) so that his swoops were 
ordinarily 20 to 40 yards in length with a drop of perhaps 6 

or 8 feet for the total distance. He would make this distance 

' ' . 

while the Jay was flying three or four yards. It was one of 
the most beautiful and interestong spectacles of the kind that 
I have e/er witnessed. The Hawk seemed to be in dead earnest 
but in view of what I have seen Pigeon and Duck Hawks do on 
previous occasions I suspect that this bird was simply amusing 
himself. The Jays did not seem to take him very seriouslyor 
to be much frightened. Finally he disappeared and they flew 
off in peace. An hour later I shot a young Pigeon Hawk near 
Leonard's Pond. 














Falco s=~ar versus . co lumbar ius 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. Chases a Sandpiper. 

1S96. Keeping on down the river to-day, I heard a Sandpiper 

Sept.5. peeping shrilly and turning saw a single bird coming directly 
towards me with a Pigeon Hawk in close pursuit. The Sand¬ 
piper was evidently doing his best but the Hawk overtook him 
with the utmost ease just as the two were within about 50 yds. 
of me. The Sandpiper doubled sharply, however, at the last 
moment and the Hawk overshooting his mark by some ten yards 
turned and quickly closed again. Again the quarry doubled 
and this time the Hawk abandoned the chase in evident disgust 
and flew straight away over Leonard's Pond while the Sandpiper 
alighted with his companions who had not risen at all during 
the episode. 
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galop columbarius 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. Stooped at a Solitary Sandpiper. 

1397. Early in the forenoon a Pigeon Hawk alighted in the old 

Sept.30. elm at the foot of the rapids below the mill sitting erect and 
motionless save for its head which it moved continually from 
side to side and occasionally bobbed up and down after the 
manner of an Owl. At length it started and shimmed off over 
the river and marsh down into Stony Brook Cove where it 
stooped at a Solitary Sandpiper, It must have missed its aim 
for the Sandpiper after plunging headlong into the water rose 
high over the trees and flew off uttering its shrill call in¬ 
cessantly. I did not actually see the Hawk attack it but that 
it did so is beyond question. 
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Falco columbarius. 


1397, 

September 15. 


Lake Umbagog. 
Megalloway River . 
Chases a Swamp Sr>arrow but fails . 



As we were passing around the island we flushed a Swamp 
Sparrow from some grass. It was just disappearing among the bush¬ 
es on the island when a Pigeon Hawk plunged into the foliage after 
it, coming from we knew not where. It struck the leaves and 
branches with great force and went into them quite out of sight, 
but it must have missed its aim for it reappeared at once and 
skimmed past us within a few yards with its feet drawn up out of 
sight. 
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Falco columbarius . 


Megalloway River, Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

jgoo. The Pigeon Hawk appeared as we were eating lunch on a 

Sept.6. beautiful reach of river at the base of Diamond Peaks and for 

several minutes soared in circles high overhead moving with 
infinite ease and grace. 
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Falco snarvenus . 


Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

Four eggs (2147), June —, 1885, ooll•Daniel Haywaru.. 
Eggs laid on rotten wood (no signs of any nest) in the deserted 
hole of a Flicker ( Colaptes ). 
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galco snarverius . 

Lake Umbagog. 

1898. Just as we were leaving the house boat this morning we 

| 

Sept.11. saw two Sparrow Hawks playing together, chasing one another 

' 

along the shore, alighting on the topmast spa^ys of the pines 

j 

and spruces. Some of their aerial evolutions were very grace¬ 
ful and beautiful. While we were at the Porks another bird 
of the same species passed directly over us. 
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1897. Lake TTmbagog. 














































Pandion haliaetus carolinensls 


Ir. Umbagog, Maine. 


. 4 ^ n M» 30-June 10.1871. 
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1889. 

L. Umbagog, Maine. 
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Seen frequently up to the 26th. of September, but none ui 
terwards. There were two nests in Leonard's Pond, one delapitated- 
looking and the other in apparently good condition. I observed 
another nest on Rapid river, just above Cedar Landing 
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Lake Umbagog, Maine. Lake xjmbagog. 
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Pandion haliaetus carolinensis. 



Catching Suckers. 


Lake Umbagog 
Lakeside. 


> A pair of Ospreys haunt this end of the lake and are V 


frequently in sight from the house. They are catching suckers chief¬ 
ly. Twice yesterday one of them flew past the house within 200 
yds., carrying in its feet one of these large fish which seemed to 
be alive and slowly waving its tail from side to aide , although 

this movement may have been caused by the bird's flight. 

* • • * • • 

XS97 } Lake Umbagog. 

May 26. Head of Great Island . 


At noon three Pish Hawks entered our cove and flew a- 


round it all whistling at once, making the wooded shores ring. To 
my ears this whistling call is even more musical than that of the 
Martin which it somewhat resembles. One of the birds carried a 
small fish in its talons, but neither of the other two attempted 
to molest it. An Eagle had just passed through the gut and out of 


sight when the Pish Hawks appeared 
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Ball's 
1897. 
Apr.23. 


Pandion- hal iaetus oarol inensjis . 

Hill, Goncord, Mass. 

In the afternoon an Osprey flew directly over the cabin 
carrying a large fish in his talons. 



/ 



i 

| 

i 




Lake Umbagog, Maine. 

1897. At rather long and irregular intervals during the day an 

over 

May 15. Osprey passed and war our boat bearing in his (or her) talons 

A 

each time a single long thread shred of bark and once a large 
wisp of hay or grass. Only once was it accompanied by its 
mate. It always followed the same course and &fter passing o- 
ver the road near the school house dipped down into the woods 
beyond which it must have a nest. 




May 24. 





)> 


A Pish Hawk rose to an immense height, first over Great . 
Island, then drifting off over the main land towards the Ty¬ 
ler Cove poising and flapping his wings loosely screaming 
cree-cree , etc. almost incessantly, keeping this up for fully 
15 minutes. Finally his mate appeared soaring in great cir¬ 
cles a thousand feet or more beneath him. He, however, kept 
on poising, flapping and screaming at his former level. 
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